
The Green Flying High Academy 

Curriculum Policy  

 

The standard of education at The Green is excellent. Pupils produce work of the highest quality across the 

curriculum. The school’s curriculum has been designed specifically to meet pupils’ needs and celebrate the 

local area. It is planned meticulously. Staff teach the curriculum step by step, helping pupils to deepen their 

understanding by building on what has gone before. OFSTED, 2024.  

 

Our school vision is to 'MAKE EVERYDAY COUNT'. 
 
This is embodied through our carefully constructed knowledge-based curriculum which is designed 
to use every opportunity to prepare our children to be kind citizens of our world and ensures that 
each opportunity for learning supports the development of our children's cultural capital.  
  
At The Green, we believe that every child has the fundamental right to an excellent 
education and want the best for every child, every day.  
Our curriculum is designed to excite, inspire and challenge our children on their learning journey 
and provide unforgettable experiences that ignite a passion and curiosity for learning and knowledge 
as we guide our children onto the next stage of their learning journey.  
  
As a staff, we have designed our curriculum vision together through an excellent understanding of 
our community, our families and most importantly, our children. Our curriculum is driven through 
the following principles and our vision is communicated through the acronym SAIL.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our curriculum image was designed by our staff 

for the school and our wider community. The 

windmill was chosen as it represents a historic 

local landmark know as ‘The Post Mill’. Our local 

area in North East Derbyshire is a small, mining 

town called South Normanton. The historic 

industries in our village were agriculture, 

stocking, spinning and mining and the name 

‘Normanton’ means ‘the farm or the Norse men’. 

Our local history is reflected and celebrated in the 

image representing our curriculum.  
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At The Green, we aim to offer our children a wide-reaching and enriching curriculum that enables 
all pupils to: 

• Feel Inspired  

• Feel successful in their learning and inspired to continue 

• Become creative, independent learners with a thirst for knowledge  

• Be self-reflective  

• Become successful lifelong learners who are able to and championed to reach their full potential 

• Develop their critical thinking   

• Understand and value the importance of truth, fairness, right and wrong   

• Develop positive, lasting relationships promoting working co-operatively with one another   

• Understand Britain’s cultural heritage   

• Explore their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development.   

• Become important and active members of both their immediate and wider community 

• Challenge themselves and engage themselves in deeper learning 
 
A knowledge based curriculum 
A knowledge-based curriculum focuses on the children acquiring ‘powerful knowledge’ (Young and 
Muller, 2013) across a range of academic disciplines ensuring that they have access to a broad and 
balanced education. Our carefully constructed curriculum plans for a wide range of knowledge 
across subjects to be shared, remembered and understood.  
The curriculum designed and implemented at The Green is ambitious, wide-ranging and knowledge-
based. We have adopted the Flying High Partnership’s key knowledge progression documents 
(KKPDs) which are highly ambitious and reflect the specific age-related knowledge and requirements 
outlined in the National Curriculum, EYFS framework’s educational programmes and the local 
authority agreed syllabus for RE.  

 

Research Key Principles Additional Research and Reading 

Piaget’s Schema Theory Children progress through four distinct stages, 
each representing varying cognitive abilities 
and world comprehension: the sensorimotor 
stage (birth to 2 years), the preoperational 
stage (2 to 7 years), the concrete operational 
stage (7 to 11 years), and the formal 
operational stage (11 years and beyond) 

An introduction to the Schema Theory 
 

Cognitive Schema Theory 
 
Piaget Clip explaining Schema Theory 
 
 

Our curriculum design model (left) shows the multiple facets to 
our curriculum to overlap and interweave to form the rich tapestry 
of our curriculum content.  
KKPDs contain both substantive and disciplinary knowledge. 
KKPDs start in Nursery (we start them from F2) and build 
progressively, increasing in demand as children move to Year 2. 
We have liaised with our local junior, primary and secondary 
schools to gain an understanding of the curriculum content up to 
Year 7. This helps ensure that we prepare our children for the next 
stages of education. 
KKPDs have been informed by leading research relating to 
cognitive science, such as Piaget’s Schema Theory and 
Ebbinghaus’ forgetting curve.  
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Our curriculum is planned using the National Curriculum 2014, which is then broken down into the 
following: 
 

• Key knowledge progression documents (KKPDs) which outline the composite knowledge 
across the subject, year group and the curriculum. These have been created for each subject  

• Component knowledge progression documents (CKPDs) take the composite knowledge 
statement and break it down into smaller component parts to inform and outline the 
teaching sequence for each subject. Key vocabulary is then also outlined.  

See history example below:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Subject Maps  
Using our key knowledge progression documents and our component knowledge progressions, our 
curriculum has then been mapped into each subject across the year. This shows the progression of 
knowledge between year groups and terms and shows how knowledge is built upon through each 
year group. We have then made specific choices about the content across our curriculum to ensure 
that is it progressive, not duplicated and relevant to our children.  
 
Driver and Enhancer subjects  
Driver subjects are the ‘driving force’ and inspiration for that particular term’s enquiry.  
 
Autumn Driver Subject=Geography 
Explore 
 
Spring Driver Subject=History 
Uncover  
 
Summer Driver Subject=Art 
Imagine 
 

Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve It shows how learned information slips out of 
our memories over time – unless we take 
action to keep it there. The steepest drop in 
memory happens quickly after learning, so it's 
important to revisit the information you've 
learned sooner rather than later. 

The Forgetting Curve 
 
Why and how do we forget? 

https://elearningindustry.com/forgetting-curve-combat
https://www.growthengineering.co.uk/what-is-the-forgetting-curve/


Enhancer subjects literally ‘enhance’ the main subject and support the teaching and learning of 
that driver subject.  
 
Long Term Planning  
The curriculum for school is then pulled together in a whole school long term plan which outlines 
the enquiry question, driver, enhancers, authentic outcomes and social legacy.  
Each year group uses all of the above documentation to map out across each term for their year 
group. The curriculum has already been progressively and sequentially planned.  
 
Medium Term Planning 
Clear learning sequences are planned in across the enquiry medium term plan and the subject 
maps to ensure that the correct sequence is being followed. The MTP document has been adapted 
to reflect the changing focus and expectations of the enquiry curriculum and to clearly sequence 
granular learning that builds to a learning outcome. Key sticky knowledge and vocabulary is 
highlighted on the MTP on a weekly basis.  
 
 
Sticky Knowledge  
Key knowledge statements are identified for our enquiry driver and these are mapped out weekly. 
These sticky knowledge statements are then shared with the children where appropriate and on a 
week by week basis. Children are expected to remember these sticky knowledge statements and are 
tested on them, informally, each week. We call these our ‘sticky knowledge quizzes’. The sticky 
knowledge is mapped out before the learning starts so as to outline the most ‘important’ bits of 
knowledge for the children to know, remember and understand.   
 
 
Our Learning Environment 
Our learning environments are using to support learning and are the ‘silent teacher’ in the 
classroom. Each of our learning walls displays similar things to support learning, but these are 
adapted based on the subject. Vocabulary is both implicit and explicit in all classroom displays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment  
Assessment of all subjects follows a consistent approach across school.  
English and Maths are assessed in both formative and summative ways. Our foundation subjects 
are assessed in multiple ways.  
 

1. Sticky knowledge quizzes 
2. Double page spreads 
3. Assessment for learning during teaching time  
4. Our curriculum end points 

 
 
 
Knowledge Organisers 
Each term, knowledge organisers are produced to outline the key knowledge for the driver subject 
that term, our enquiry question, the key texts and the important vocabulary for this particular 
enquiry. These are then sent home for adults and children to use at home and support with their 
learning and are referred to in class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diversity within Our Curriculum 

 
Every child should feel like they belong, in whatever space they are in.  
Our Curriculum celebrates and actively integrates diverse perspectives, lived experiences, religion, 
culture and varied familial structures into our learning content. Our aim is to provide our children 
with an education that challenges stereotypes and promotes respectful dialogue and understanding 
about difference and equality within our school community and beyond.  
 
We incorporate diverse perspectives on historical events, such as the First World War, scientific 
inventions, concepts and inventors and artistic creations to broaden and continue to develop our 
children’s understanding of different viewpoints. Throughout our Curriculum, we have carefully 
chosen key texts that represent diverse experiences because every child deserves to feel represented 
in the literature that they read and the authors who write for them.  
 
One of the key principles of our curriculum is AWARENESS because we prioritise giving our children 
diverse viewpoints that reflect the experience of those from outside of their immediate circle. We 
empower our students to become active and engaged citizens that recognise instances of 
discrimination or prejudice and teach children how to respond to such situations. Exposing our 
children to people that look, sound, worship and live differently to their lived experience is 
paramount in growing thoughtful, conscious, engaged and respectful citizens of Modern Britain.  
 



See below for live examples of diverse choices across some of our curriculum subjects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children with additional needs 
The curriculum is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the school. If we think 

it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do so in consultation 

with parents. 

At our school we teach all children, whatever their ability. Through our teaching we provide learning 

opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and 

scaffolding opportunities to assist with a child’s different needs.  

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. 

Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching 

style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to 

learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. Where 

children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a trip to study the local area, we 

carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all 

pupils. 

 

 

 

Equal opportunities 

It is important that teachers plan work that offers equal opportunity in respect of gender, race and ability. For 

example: 

• by ensuring that activities are carefully thought out to meet the needs of all children and ensure 
scaffolds are available to the children who need more support.  



• by ensuring that subjects are promoted to both sexes and that the materials used are attractive to all 
children 

• by ensuring that multi-cultural themes are explored so that children are encouraged to develop 
awareness, interest and tolerance towards people and places beyond their immediate experience.  

 

To be reviewed September 2027  
 

Signed: J Smith (Headteacher)  

  

Date: September 2025  
 

 


